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Celebrate "Get Caught Reading Month" by
entering our contest.
More information on page 6

GET CAUGHT
READING
CONTEST
(MAY 1-29, 2021)

Hours:
Monday, Thursday: 1:00pm-6:00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00 am-3:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00am-1:00pm
Sunday: Closed

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK:
Welcome Back! We are so happy to be able to have our patrons search for materials in the stacks again!
Another step towards getting back to “normal!”
Do you enjoy children’s books? I do! Even though I am an adult, I can appreciate the illustrations and
simple story lines that can be found in most children’s books, plus there is usually some moral lesson to
be learned. I loved having my Mom read to me every day. The constant repetition of the words helped me
learn words on sight, and her holding the book and sometimes following the words with her finger, helped
me to learn the purpose of books and how to use them. I can remember, even as teens (14 & 16), my
brother and I would sometimes crawl on either side of Mom and have her read Calvin & Hobbes to us.
Children’s Book Week is this May 3 – 9, 2021. Here are some reasons from experts
(https://www.theschoolrun.com/reasons-to-read-bedtime-stories) as to why you should read a bedtime
story to your children every night:

1. It’s good bonding time
Whatever your child’s age, sharing a bedtime story gives them a time when they have you all to themselves – something that may
not happen at any other point of the day. Indeed, Uber’s research shows that 60% of us feel that reading to our children brings us
closer together. ‘A night-time book shared with your child when they’re snuggly and ready for bed is the perfect time for cuddles, to
bond and to make cozy memories that will last a lifetime,’ says Emily Drabble of BookTrust, the UK’s leading reading charity.

2. It improves your child’s reading skills
Just because you’re the one doing the reading, don’t assume that your child isn’t learning. ‘You’ll be surprised by how much children
grasp when you’re reading a bedtime story, following the words and starting to recognize them on the page,’ says Kate. A bedtime
story is also a good opportunity for shared reading, for example taking it in turns to read a page – or a paragraph, depending on
your child’s ability. This will give your child a daily opportunity to practice reading, while also benefiting from being read to.

3. It sparks imagination
Unicorns, wizards, fairies and monsters… Books open up whole new worlds to children, both real and imagined, and sharing a
bedtime story will take them to places they’d never have dreamed of. ‘Books can teach your child about the world while also
opening their imagination,’ Emily explains. ‘Reading fiction provides specific information gaps that your child can fill with their own
imagination, and this guesswork and decision-making stimulates the mental patterns that are fundamental to creativity.’
4. It creates conversation
Any parent who’s read a bedtime story will know that the words on the page are only part of the experience. You’ll also be
answering questions, explaining concepts and talking about what’s happening on the page. ‘Reading together can trigger all sorts
of wonderful questions and stimulate conversation, which can help children understand their own place in the world,’ says Kate.
So while you might be in a rush to finish the book and get on with your evening, allow time in your bedtime routine to chat about
what you’re reading: you’ll be helping your child’s development and gaining a fascinating insight into how their mind works.

5. Making a routine means you won’t forget
We all know that certain tasks get overlooked in the hustle and bustle of daily life, but if you make reading a part of your child’s
bedtime routine – as important as brushing their teeth – it means you’re less likely to forget. ‘With a routine in place, picking up a
book before bed will become second nature,’ says Emily. Don’t worry, though, if there are nights when you can’t read. Why not
ask a family member, whether that’s a sibling or a grandparent, to read your child’s bedtime story instead, or, if you’ve been kept
late at work, share a story with them over Skype or FaceTime?

6. It expands your child’s vocabulary
Did you know that children need to hear a word up to 12 times before they can start to use it themselves? Reading a bedtime
story will give your child this exposure to new words (especially if you’re reading the same book, night after night!) and so build
their vocabulary. ‘Reading aloud introduces children to new words and new ways of describing the world around them,’ says
Kate. ‘Using a wide range of vocabulary can help improve theirs.’ And it’s not just the words on the page that boost your child’s
vocabulary, but how they’re used, too. ‘Rhymes, rhythms and patterns will help them with their reading, writing and language as
they grow,’ says Emily.

7. It improves their emotional intelligence
Books can help little people deal with big feelings, and sharing a bedtime story can be a way into discussing difficult situations.
‘Reading helps children recognize that they are not alone, and that others have faced the same problems and feelings as them,’
Emily explains. ‘Sharing books also opens up opportunities to discuss difficult topics, like illness in a family member, and
provides a structure to have these conversations.’ Reading to your child will also expand their emotional vocabulary, giving them
words for what they’re feeling. This can make them better able to express themselves, and less prone to the emotional
meltdowns that can happen when they’re wrestling with feelings that they don’t know how to talk about.

8. It encourages independent reading
Don’t fall into the trap of thinking that reading to your child will make them ‘lazy’ and less likely to read by themselves. A report
by the Reading Agency found that children are more likely to read through free choice if reading is enjoyable in the first place,
and reading to your child at bedtime is a great way to help them fall in love with books. ‘Children who get more exposure to
books and stories from a young age are more likely to want to read independently, which can help in all aspects of their future
and will lead to them becoming adults who read to their own children,’ says Kate.

9. It improves mental well-being
The current mental health crisis amongst kids is well documented, with even primary school pupils suffering from anxiety and
exam stress. Recent research by the National Literacy Trust found a link between reading and mental well-being, so sharing a
bedtime story with your child could help to improve their emotional health. ‘Story characters can be models for your child, which
can help foster coping skills and build confidence,’ says Emily. ‘We know that children who read are happier, healthier, more
empathetic and more creative.’

10. It helps you (both) relax and unwind
Many of us introduce a bedtime story in the baby days as part of our little one’s evening routine, and it can still help promote
relaxation at bedtime even for older children. ‘At the end of a busy day, a bedtime story can be a way of leaving the day behind,
helping the whole family switch off so that whatever stress and noise has happened throughout the day can be forgotten,’ says
Kate.
11. It’s good even for children who can read by themselves
Yes, it’s tempting to ditch the bedtime story once your child is an independent reader, but there are many benefits in carrying it
on, even though they can read by themselves. ‘Once children learn to read, they need to stay engaged with books that interest
them, and this can often be books that are slightly more advanced than their reading level,’ explains Emily. Reading together at
bedtime gives your child access to books that might otherwise be beyond them. Even if they’re reading by themselves, you can
sit with them to help them with tricky words, and encourage them to keep going when it gets hard by reading them the next
page or chapter to hook them in. It also means you’re on hand to help with any difficult concepts that might come up, and –
perhaps most importantly – gives them that time of closeness in their increasingly independent lives.
Happy Reading!
~Jennifer Soliday, MSLS
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Type: 8 weeks of summer program fun.
Hybrid of in person and virtual programming.
We will alternate each week from in person to virtual.
Grab N Go Bags will be offered during virtual weeks.
Registration: register online or through paper form. We
are limiting registration to 15 families per group.
Registration starts may 24th.
Changes: We will be combining some age groups.
Wee/Pre-k: Tuesdays @ 11 am
Elementary: Thursdays @ 3pm
Tweens/Teens: Mondays @ 5 pm

REGISTER: MAY 24TH
STARTS THE WEEK OF JUNE 7TH
ENDS THE WEEK OF JULY 26TH
For more information check out our website:
www.punxsutawneylibrary.org

New
Books

Online Reading
Bringing the library to you!

With your library card, you can access our online reading options.
Download the Libby app today! You'll have access to endless ebooks
and audiobooks for free and with no fines! Access Libby using
Anroid, Iphone, IOS, or even your web browser at
www.libbyapp.com. Learn more about the changes to Libby by
watching this youtube tutorial.

Literary Calendar Occasions for Book Lovers
May is….
Short Story Month
Get Caught Reading Month
1st – Mother Goose Day
2nd– Harry Potter Day: This is the day that The Deathly Hallows was
released.
3rd – 9th: Children’s Book Week
4th – Comic Book Day AND Star Wars Day
5th – National Cartoonist Day
9th – Peter Pan Day
12th – Limerick Day
16th – Love a Tree Day (without trees, we would have no books!)
20th– Eliza Doolittle Day
22nd– Sherlock Holmes Day
31st – Walt Whitman’s birthday

Friends of
the Libary

The goal of the Friends of the Library is
to support special services and

programs that the library provides.
Anyone interested in becoming a
member of this group is cordially

invited and encouraged to attend this
meeting

June 2, 2021 @ 6:30 P.M.
Meeting inside the library.
Please wear a mask.

March 2021 Stats
Total items checked out

550

Books
476

Computer Usage

40

DVDs
69

Library visitors

390

Ebooks
249

@punxsutawneylibrary
@punxsylibrary

www.punxsutawneylibrary.org

Updated April 12,2021
SERVICES

AVAILABILITY

Online Resources
Libby | POWER Library | Heritage Quest
GALE Courses

Return Items via Book Drop
Reserve Books & Movies Online

WiFi Accessible

*Lobby Services*
Fax / Copy / Print / Scan
Movie & New Book Browsing Section

M, Th: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
T, W, F: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
S: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Computer Access

By Appointment Only. No Walk-ins. (814) 938-5020

Browse the book stacks
Public Seating
Interlibrary Loan (ILL)
Accepting Book Donations &
Access to Book Sale Room

30 minute appointment per
person per day
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ONLINE
RESOURCES

Bookflix

Power Library

Watch videos and read books about Animals and
Nature, Earth and Sky, People and Places, ABC’s
and 1, 2, 3’s, Family and Community, Music and
Rhyme, Adventure, and more. Enjoy read aloud with
words highlighting and interactive games. Some
films and books are available in Spanish too!

Check out the wide variety of reference
resources available at Power Librar such
as: small engine repairs resources, teacher
reference resources, PA job ressources,
science reference resources, and more!

Heritage Quest

Access a comprehensive treasury of American genealogical
sources—rich in unique primary sources, local and family
histories, convenient research guides, interactive census maps,
and more. Discover the amazing history of you with
HeritageQuest Online. With more than 4.4 billion records, it
delivers an essential collection of genealogical and historical
sources that can help people find their ancestors and discover a
place’s past.Powered by Ancestry®

Research in context

Created specifically for middle-schoolers, Research In
Context combines the best of Gale's reference content
with age-appropriate videos, newspapers, magazines,
primary sources, and much more. Students will find
outstanding support to complete assignments in core
subjects including literature, science, social studies, and
history.

Ask a Librarian
Gale courses

Take free, online courses in a variety of
topics -- QuickBooks, Photoshop,
screenwriting, law, and so much more.

24-Hour Live Reference Chat Service With
PA Librarians

Face Masks
Governor's mask mandate is still in place. When
visiting the library, wear a mask for the safety & wellbeing of others.

Visiting and Precautions
In addition to quarantining materials, staff members are
cleaning high traffic areas & frequently used equipment.
For the foreseeable future, all library visits will be limited to
30 minutes. These time limits are for your protection & to
allow our staff to perform enhanced cleaning measures.

Computer Usage
Computer usage is by appointment ONLY! We cannot
guarantee same-day appointments. Computer usage is
limited to 30 minutes per session per day. Staff will be
practicing social distancing and will not be able to help you
with computer usage. If you think you'll need help, please
bring along a friend.
Social Distancing
When visiting PML, we ask that all visitors maintain 6 ft
distance from others.

Upcoming Library Closings
May 31st- Memorial Day
July 4th- Independence Day
September 6th- Labor Day

Thank you !!
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to
Linda Amundson and 2 anonymous donors for their
generous donations to the library!

Upcoming Events:
May 1st- 29th: Get caught reading contest.
For more information, check out our
website.
May 24th: Registration for Summer
Programs becomes available

Follow us on
social media for more

@punxsylibrary

June 2 at 6:30 pm: Friends of the Library
meeting in the library (masks, please.)
Week of June 7th: Start of Summer Reading
Programs

June 7th- Winner of "Get Caught Reading"
Contest will be announced
@punxsutawneylibrary

@punxsylibrary

